Enhance Living and Working Environments
Goals
 Provide Support for an Aging
Population
 Ensure Affordability of Housing,
Energy, and Transport
 Improve Transportation Options
for Residents
 Improve Building Energy
Efficiency

 Expand Renewable Energy

Blacksburg Housing Resiliency Grant Program
The Town of Blacksburg has a new Housing Resiliency Grant program to
help people address energy efficiency, accessibility and health and safety
issues in their homes. The goal is to improve homes so people are more
comfortable and secure in their housing. Both owners and tenants are
eligible for the grants (provided the owner also signs the application).
Grants, up to $5,000, can be used for: (1) energy efficiency improvements including energy efficient HVAC systems, attic insulation, and air
sealing, (2) accessibility improvements such as ramps, accessible showers and toilets, doorway and hallway widening, and (3) health and safety
issues such as gas or water leaks, electrical problems, or structural repairs. Other items than those listed may also be eligible for grant funding.
To be eligible for the grants people need to earn less than the following
based on household size: 1 person: $38,400, 2 people: $43,850, 3 people: $49,350, 4 people: $54,900, 5 people: $59,200, and 6 people:
$63,600.
To learn more and obtain an application please contact: Town of Blacksburg, Housing & Neighborhood Services, housing@blacksburg.gov or
call 540-443-1613.

A New NRV Housing Resource Guide
A regional collaborative effort to create an NRV Housing Resource Guide
began in early summer, and the first phase will be completed this Fall.
Several organizations and localities have expressed a recurring need for
the information. The guide will include two components: (1) a listing of
affordable rental housing with information including unit size, price range,
estimate of tenant paid utility cost, proximity to services, age, accessibility
features, and contact information, and (2) a list of services including
emergency shelters, energy assistance and weatherization, fair housing,
home repair financing, home builders, home modifications, housing
choice vouchers (rental assistance), housing counseling and education,
and legal assistance. Initially the project will be in electronic and print format, but the group is working to create a searchable web-based platform.

Come to the NRV’s
First Repair Cafe
For the last few generations our
culture has tended to just throw
consumer goods away when they
break, creating an environmentally
unsustainable practice. In response,
Repair Cafes have sprung up
across the globe.
Habitat of the NRV and the New
River Valley TimeBank are teaming
up to host a Repair Cafe at the
Habitat ReStore in Christiansburg.
The NRV’s first Repair Café will
take place on October 14, from
9am-3pm at the Habitat ReStore at
1675 Franklin St. in Christiansburg.
The public is invited to bring their
broken household items to the
event for diagnosis and hopeful
repair. A team of skilled volunteers
will be on-site to provide repair
assistance with small electrical
appliances, furniture, sewing, IT/
computer support and knife sharpening. If the repair diagnosis is
beyond the capability of the volunteers, owners will be directed to
reputable local businesses that
specialize in repairs.
For more information contact the
New River Valley TimeBank at
nrvtimebank@gmail.com.

Preserve Rural Heritage and Community Character
Goals
 Encourage Development that
Preserves Rural Character
 Protect Natural Landscapes and
Ecosystems
 Recognize & Strengthen Natural, Cultural, and Historic Assets

 Support Arts, Culture, and
Community Character

Opportunities for Floyd Teens
Floyd Creative Studios, through its Handmade Music
School and the Mobile Creative Lab, creates accessible, safe spaces throughout Floyd County after school
for teens to explore the creative process through
music, storytelling and filmmaking. With approximately
1,200 teens dispersed across rural Floyd County, the
need for safe, engaging, and accessible places for
young people to “hang out, mess around, and geek
out” with peers is well-known in the county. The community is also saddled by several troubling trends: the
opioid and meth epidemic hits the county hard; regional employers report recent graduates lack the full portfolio of skills to participate in the modern workforce;
and, a lack of jobs creates the flight of young minds to
other regions after graduation, draining the county of
creative talent.
The Handmade Music School, in partnership The
Floyd Country Store, provides learning opportunities in
the musical traditions of SW Virginia and the Blue
Ridge Mountains. The Handmade Music School provides the opportunity to learn directly from local musicians and dancers so these traditions are here to stay
and we will be enjoying them for a long time.
The Mobile Creativity Lab connects students with remarkable mentors from the region, who conspire with
teens to get creative with access to current, popular
digital media tools. While creating original work, teens
gain important life skills including digital technology
literacy, personal discipline, critical thinking, problem
solving, collaboration, and communication: the building blocks of success in the modern workforce. For
more information: dylan@floydcreativestudios.org

Junior Appalachian Musicians
Program Comes to the NRV
The unique music of the Appalachians has a deep
cultural significance that has been passed on from
generation to generation, providing a sense of place,
identity and pride to those who participate. The Junior
Appalachian Musicians (JAM) program is based on
the belief that children are an important link in efforts
to preserve these traditions. JAM is an after school
program offering traditional music education for youth
ages 8-14 and beyond. Children learn to play and
dance to old time and bluegrass music, while learning
about the history and culture of Appalachia. A group
of local musicians, arts organizations and school
personnel initiated the first JAM program in Sparta,
NC in 2000. Interest in the program spread rapidly,
and there are now 41 programs operating in the
Appalachian regions of 4 states (including Floyd
County). Over the years they have seen the lives of
thousands of children change as they experience the
joy of participating in traditional music. It's all about
building community 'one tune at a time’.
Thanks to the efforts of a local committee, new JAM
programs are planned for elementary age students in
both Giles and Montgomery County. Montgomery’s
once-a-week after school program in Christiansburg
hopes to enlist 35 students for the first 10-week session starting in January 2018 . Local musicians will
provide instruction on traditional instruments, including fiddle, banjo and guitar, and instruments will be
loaned to participating students for home practice. For
information on registering for the Montgomery JAM
program email MontgomeryVAJAM@gmail.com. For
more details on the Newport based program email:
lgreene@pemtel.net.

Tools of Time Art Project
Members of the Prices Fork community are being
invited this fall to participate in an interactive series of
events designed to capture their families’ contributions
to local history and culture. The project will result in a
permanent art installation within the old Prices Fork
Elementary school building. The school, which was
left vacant after the construction of a new school building in 2011, is currently under redevelopment in a project that will create 32 new apartments for seniors and
families, as well as a local food center that will include
an incubator kitchen, a brewery and a local food restaurant.
The Tools of Time Community
Art Project will focus on the labor
of the people of Prices Fork over
the ages. It will result in a threedimensional sculpture with a millstone at its center. The millstone
will be circled by a series of clay
tiles that will hold, in relief, the
impression of the tools of labor used by local residents
over the ages, representing occupations such as coal
mining, stone carving, farming, quilting and food preparation. Following a series of individual interviews,
community events, and hands-on workshops, the
sculpture will be installed at the old school site where
it will provide a lasting tribute to the original families of
the area.
The project is sponsored by New River Valley Home,
though a grant from the Enterprise Foundation. For
more information, please contact: Ellen Stewart
estewart@blacksburg.gov, 540-443-1613.

Sustainability Week Partnership
wins Governor’s Environmental
Excellence Award
In April, the Town of Blacksburg, Virginia Tech and a
local citizens' group, Sustainable Blacksburg received
state-level recognition by winning a Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award for their decade-long
partnership on Sustainability Week – an annual slate
of events designed to promote environmental awareness and action across the community through educational sessions and hands-on demonstrations.
With a guiding mission of "Celebrate-EducateMotivate", every Sustainability Week offers innovative
ideas and exemplary practices, while providing participants with realistic and practical steps to integrate
sustainability into every facet of their day-to-day lives.
Members of this core planning team come from every
part of our community: university students, retirees,
professionals, professors, even high-school students.
The partnership is also cross-sectoral, drawing upon
volunteers from local government, the nonprofit sector, the university, local public schools, and local businesses. The partnership strives to create a mix of
events each year that touch upon the key sectors
where environmentally conscious choices can have a
big impact in fostering a sustainable future: energy,
transportation, housing, consumption & disposal,
food, and land use.
The 11th Annual Sustainability Week will kick off this
year on Saturday, September 16th. To learn more
about the 30+ events planned for this, please visit:
http://sustainableblacksburgva.org/events/

Build Healthy Communities
Goals
 Enhance Access to Healthcare
 Create Health Environments
 Promote Healthy Behaviors
and Lifestyles
 Support Children and Youth
Reaching their Full Potential

 Protect and Improve Water
Resources

Come attend ABC’s Early Education
Symposium this Fall

Working together to Address
Substance Abuse

The Alliance for Better Childcare Strategies (ABCs) is
a nonprofit working to create local solutions and collaborative partnerships to improve the availability, affordability and quality of childcare in the New River
Valley. This fall they are partnering with Virginia Quality to present an inaugural annual regional early education conference. Igniting Connections Early Education Symposium will be held on Saturday, October 7,
2017 at the Inn at Virginia Tech, with sponsorship
from Virginia Tech.

The New River Valley is one of nine localities in Virginia to have been awarded the Strategic Prevention
Framework – Partnerships for Success (SPF-PFS)
grant through the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to help
address prescription opioid misuse and heroin overdose.

Igniting Connections will bring together 200 kindergarten, pre K, and Head Start teachers as well as educators from childcare centers and family home providers
from across the New River Valley. Mary-Margaret
Gardiner from Teachstone will be the keynote speaker
and there will be breakout sessions on social emotional development, working with art, trauma-informed
care, math and science, conscious discipline and
more. At the end of the symposium, attendees will
have the opportunity to tour Virginia Tech Children’s
Development Center for Learning and Research and
learn about best practices and ongoing research.
In addition to offering professional development, the
symposium will provide an opportunity to build connections and communication between public school
and childcare educators.
To find out more, please contact Bethany Mott at bethanymott@abcsnrv.org or 540-494-7175.

According to Becky Hubble, a Prevention Services
Supervisor for NRVCS (New River Valley Community
Services), the five-year grant provides $120,000
each year for five years. Efforts will specifically focus
on prescription opioid misuse and heroin overdose in
young people ages 12 – 25. The goal is to develop
long-term, sustainable, community-level and population health outcomes.
The Pulaski Community Partners Coalition (PCPC) is
the lead coalition under the grant and has been
tasked with uniting with surrounding communities
(the counties of Montgomery, Floyd and Giles as well
as the City of Radford) through environmental strategies, such as forming a New River Valley-wide regional coalition, hosting community trainings for the
life-saving prescription medication Naloxone, and
creating a public awareness campaign.
“One primary areas of concentration will be destigmatizing addiction, increasing youth involvement,
and creating a safe, open and informed community,”
states Hubble.
To learn more about SPF-PFS and how you can become involved, contact Becky Hubble at rhubble@nrvcs.org.

